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Comment Letter #7 - Scott Drummond

7-1. The commenter questions Caltrans' allocation ofresources to the Interchange Project. The
Interchange Project is privately funded.

7-2. The commenter suggests that the Interchange Project will change the character of the
neighborhoods surrounding the Rancheria. Socioeconomic and community impacts are beyond
the scope of the Court of Appeal's ruling, having been litigated and decided in favor of Caltrans
by both the trial court and the Court of Appeal. Accordingly, they are beyond the scope of the
Supplemental ElR. Further, similar comments were made on the 2002 Draft ElR and the
2002 Final EIR provided detailed responses to those comments. 2002 Final EIR
at Responses 40-7, 42-18, 42-23, 42-24,51-2,51-3,51-11,51-12.

7-3. The commenter questions how Caltrans can control the size of the hotel and casino since it
lacks jurisdiction over the Rancheria or the Shingle Springs Tribe. Caltrans agrees that it lacks
such jurisdiction and that it cannot control the size of the hotel and casino. For the purposes of
evaluating the environmental impacts of the Interchange Project, however, Caltrans used the
casino and hotel specifications provided to it by the Tribe. Further, the size of the Interchange
Project, at one lane in each direction, is as small as it can possibly be while still providing
practical access to the Rancheria.

7-4. This comment questions the value of the Interchange Project to the community. Such
issues are beyond the scope of the Court of Appeal's ruling, having been litigated and decided
previously in favor of Caltrans by both the trial court and the Court of Appeal. Accordingly,
they are beyond the scope of the Supplemental EIR. Further, similar comments were made on
the 2002 Draft EIR and the 2002 Final EIR provided detailed responses to those comments.
2002 Final EIR at Responses 45-1,45-2,45-3,49-2,49-3,49-4,49-5.

7-5. This comment raises issues regarding socioeconomic impacts and public services impacts.
Regarding socioeconomic impacts, please see Response 7-2, above. Regarding public services
impacts, such issues are beyond the scope of the Court of Appeal's ruling, having been litigated
and decided previously in favor of Caltrans by both the trial court and the Court of Appeal.
Accordingly, they are beyond the scope of the Supplemental EIR. Further, similar comments
were made on the 2002 Draft EIR and the 2002 Final EIR provided detailed responses to those
comments. 2002 Final EIR at Responses 23-3 and 49-2.

7-6. This comment again raises issues related to neighborhood character. Please see
Response 7-2, above.

7-7. This comment again raises issues related to socioeconomic impacts. Please see Response
7-2, above.

' .
Response Page: 6.3-40 Shingle Springs Interchange Draft Supplemental EIR
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